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Program for the Dick Morley Celebration 

Zoom Webinar 

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 
11 am to 4:15 pm Eastern Time 

https://umsystem.zoom.us/j/98620457411 
No Registration Required – No Charges 

Richard “Dick” Morley was one of the giants of modern manufacturing. The participants on this program 

were fortunate enough to interact with him during his lifetime. Among his seminal contributions were 

the programmable logic controller, automatic braking systems, and the floppy disk. We invite you to join 

us in celebrating this remarkable life. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dick_Morley for more details 

about Dick Morley and http://whchronicle.com/episodes/remembering-richard-e-dick-morley-giant-in-

u-s-manufacturing/ for a 30-minute White House Chronicle video about Dick Morley. 

 

Eastern Time 
(New York) 

Event Participants 

11:00-11:30 Introduction to the Event 
Introducing Dick Morley 

George Markowsky 

11:30-12:00 Dick & Shirley Morley 
Early Years & Family 

Pat Letourneau 
Moderator: George Markowsky 

12:00-01:30 Panel 1: PLCs, Modicon, and 
Dick the person 

Panelists: Ken Ball, Deb Morrison,  Jim Pinto, 
Chuck Schelberg.  
Moderator: George Markowsky 

01:30-02:30 Lunch Break 
Morley Videos 
Morley Photos 
Morley Slide Shows 
Llewellyn King Video 

An hour-long show, without live narration. Will 
include playing the White House Chronicle 
episode and some other videos and a slide show  

02:30-04:00 Panel 2: Evolution of 
Industrial Digital Control, 
Dick’s other inventions, his 
interest in improving the 
world. 

Panelists: David Bell, Rick Caldwell, Pat 
Letourneau, Patricia Moody, Jesse Yoder 
Moderator: GM  

04:00-04:15 Closing Remarks George Markowsky 

 

Schedule for the Dick Morley Celebration 

https://umsystem.zoom.us/j/98620457411
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dick_Morley
http://whchronicle.com/episodes/remembering-richard-e-dick-morley-giant-in-u-s-manufacturing/
http://whchronicle.com/episodes/remembering-richard-e-dick-morley-giant-in-u-s-manufacturing/
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Brief Biography of Dick Morley 
 

Richard E. Morley (December 1, 1932 – October 17, 2017) was an American technologist who was 

considered one of the "fathers" of the programmable logic controller (PLC) since he was involved with 

the production of the first PLC for General Motors, the Modicon, at Bedford and Associates in 1968. The 

Modicon brand of PLC is now owned by Schneider Electric. The PLC has been recognized as a significant 

advancement in the practice of automation and has an important influence on manufacturing industry. 

He was born in Clinton, Massachusetts, in 1932 and attended the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

where he studied physics. 

Dick Morley was an inventor, machinist, author, consultant and engineer, his peers have acknowledged 

his contributions with numerous awards from groups such as the International Society of Automation 

(ISA), the Instrumentation Systems and Automation Society, Inc. magazine, the Franklin Institute, the 

Society of Manufacturing Engineers (SME) and the Engineering Society of Detroit. He was also inducted 

into the Manufacturing Hall of Fame. 

SME offers the Richard E. Morley Outstanding Young Manufacturing Engineer Award for outstanding 

technical accomplishments in the manufacturing profession by engineers age 35 and under. Dick Morley 

worked out of his barn in New Hampshire where he and his wife had provided a home to 40 foster 

children. He died on October 17, 2017, in New Hampshire. 

(Adapted from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dick_Morley ) 

 

Brief Biographies of Panelists 
Ken Ball 

Ken Ball is the former editor of Programmable Controls magazine. He wrote two series of 
articles covering the early history of PLCs and worked with Dick on several projects related to 
advancing manufacturing operations. He was involved with the Club-of-Detroit, the Chaos 
Seminars, and  the Geek Picnics.  He compiled Dick Morley’s book: Out of the Barn. 
 
David Bell  
 
David Bell met Morley as a 17-year-old with a demonstrated skill in computer games. Dick 
encouraged, led, and guided him into business.  He now has a quite successful Silicon Valley 
Company, Gummicube.  He is highly appreciative of Dick’s financial support and tutoring.  He 
always tells of his Dick Morley experience when advising fledgling entrepreneurs. 
 
Rick Caldwell 
 
Rick Caldwell is CEO of SCADAware. He worked with Dick on innovative industrial control 
systems projects, especially in the early days of combined mini-computer and multi-PLC 
systems.  Such systems were rapidly gaining favor for control of processing operations. Their 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dick_Morley
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projects often stimulated serial I/O modules for the fast-developing batch control applications. 
They were often at the leading edge of more complex PLC/mini-computer systems wherein 
fluid controls were a part of production.    
 
Pat Letourneau 
 
Pat Letourneau, Dick and Shirley's daughter, has a lifetime of knowledge of her parents' 
accommodating more than 30 foster kids as well as her father's participation in the Angels 
Breakfast Club, which funded and guided startups. She worked with Dick Morley, Inc, and 
together with her parents, was involved in a number of regional startups and philanthropic 
projects. 
 
George Markowsky 
 
George Markowsky is a Professor of Computer Science at the Missouri University of Science & 
Technology. He was a frequent visitor at the Barn when he was at the University of Maine. He 
participated and spoke at many of Dick’s events and had many interesting and inspiring 
conversations with him over the years. He is currently working on the impact of computing on 
society. 
 
Patricia Moody 
 
Patricia Moody is the “Mill Girl” at the Blue Heron Journal. She is a manufacturing management 
consultant credited with saving Johnson & Johnson during the Tylenol poisoning crisis and was 
named one of FORTUNE magazine's "Pioneering Women in Manufacturing.” She is the author 
of 14 books and hundreds of feature articles, and she is the publisher of the Blue Heron Journal. 
Her client list includes BP, Solectron, Motorola, Waste Management, Johnson & Johnson, Mead 
Corporation, Philadelphia Steel & Wire, Glenwood/Raytheon, Lightolier, Briggs & Stratton, 
Paco, AH Wilson, Schering-Plough, and Respironics Phillips. She is coauthor with Dick Morley on 
the book The Technology Machine: How Manufacturing will Work in the Year 2020. 
 
Deb Morrison 
 
Deb Morrison served as Dick’s executive secretary, his administrative assistant, travel agent, 
and his receptionist.  She was his chief of staff, managing his complex, busy office and handling 
ongoing liaisons with Dick's many clients and staff.  
 
Jim Pinto 
 
Jim Pinto is the founder & CEO of Action Instruments (now part of Group Schneider). He worked 
closely with Dick on increasing productivity in manufacturing and on methods to produce new 
products more effectively.  He is the author of the book Automation Unplugged.  He 
participated in Dick’s annual Santa Fe Institute Chaos Conference and is widely recognized—in 
the USA & globally—for his expertise in technology business management. 



Dick Morley Celebration Program Page 4 of 4 

Chuck Schelberg 
 
Chuck Schelberg is a programming and systems expert. He worked closely with Dick from their Bedford 
Associates days through Modicon’s meteoric success. He has led many major PLC system installations 
and has participated in various Morley projects beyond PLC systems. These leading-edge technologies 
included Andover Building Controls, massively parallel computing systems, neural networks, and the 

Flavors Company. He wrote a touching “Appreciation Tribute” for Dick as his illness became 
terminal. 
 
Jesse Yoder 
 
Jesse Yoder has had a productive career in academia and industrial marketing.  He is the CEO 
and founder of Flow Research, which covers the global markets and trends in flowmeters.  He 
has travelled extensively throughout the world, visiting major flowmeter suppliers and users of 
fluid controls. He and Dick coauthored the book The Tao of Measurement. He regularly 
attended the Geek Day Celebrations that Dick Morley held at the barn. 
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